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RESOLUTION NO. 55-21 

DECLARING THE FIRST FRIDAY IN JUNE TO BE 

NATIONAL GUN VIOLENCE AWARENESS DAY 

John A. Bowes, Ed.D. 

Superintendent 

This resolution declares the first Friday in June to be National Gun Violence Awareness Day in the Davis Joint 

Unified School District to honor and remember all victims and survivors of gun violence and to declare that 
we as a country must do more to reduce gun violence. 

WHEREAS, Gun violence touches every segment of our society and impacts people of all ages; it increases the 

probability of death in incidents of domestic violence; raises the likelihood of fatalities by those who intend 

to injure others, and among those who attempt suicide; it places children and young people at increased risk 

of physical harm and injury; and disproportionately affects communities of color; and 

WHEREAS, Gun Violence Awareness Day was created to honor the many lives that have been cut short by gun 

violence in our country and to support efforts to reduce gun-related crimes in the United States; and 

WHEREAS, It is important to recognize community organizations which assist families that have been directly 
impacted by gun violence and provide a continuum of care to grieving parents or spouses who must continue 
to provide for surviving family members; and 

WHEREAS, The Davis Joint Unified School District supports continued statewide efforts to strengthen gun 

safety laws and educate the community on safe gun storage; and 

WHEREAS, It is appropriate to set aside a day to honor those Americans whose lives are cut short each year 

by gun violence, and the countless survivors whose lives are forever altered; 

WHEREAS, every day, 100 Americans are killed by gun violence and on average there are nearly 13,000 gun 
homicides every year; and 

WHEREAS, Americans are 25 times more likely to be killed with guns than people in other high-income 
developed countries; and 

WHEREAS, protecting public safety in the communities they serve is an important responsibility of school 

districts; and 

WHEREAS, in January 2013, Hadiya Pendleton, a teenager who marched in President Obama's second 

inaugural parade and was tragically shot and killed just weeks later, should be now celebrating her 
23rd birthday; and 

WHEREAS, to help honor Hadiya -and the 100 Americans whose lives are cut short and the countless survivors 
who are injured by shootings every day -a national coalition of organizations has designated June 4, 2021, 
the first Friday in June, as the 7th National Gun Violence Awareness Day; and 
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WHEREAS, the idea was inspired by a group of Hadiya's friends, who asked their classmates to commemorate 
her life by wearing orange; they chose this color because hunters wear orange to announce themselves to 
other hunters when out in the woods and orange is a color that symbolizes the value of human life; and 

WHEREAS, anyone can join this campaign by pledging to Wear Orange on June 4th, the first Friday in June in 
2021, to help raise awareness about gun violence; and 

WHEREAS, by wearing orange on June 4, 2021 Americans will raise awareness about gun violence and honor 
the lives of gun violence victims and survivors; and 

WHEREAS, we renew our commitment to reduce gun violence and pledge to do all we can to keep firearms 
out of the wrong hands, and encourage responsible gun ownership to help keep our children safe. 

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Davis Joint Unified School District Board of Trustees declares the 
first Friday in June, June 4, 2021, to be National Gun Violence Awareness Day. We encourage all schools to 
support their local communities' efforts to prevent the tragic effects of gun violence and to honor and value 
human lives. 

Adopted this W• day of the month of May in 2021. 

AYES: Adams, Asmundson, Darrah, DiNunzio 
NOES: None 
ABSENT: Hyder
ABSTENTIONS: None 
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Secretary, Governing Board of the 
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